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Convention on the Protection of the 
Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area 

Convention on the Protection of the 
Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area 

ÅFirst signed 1974 
ÅUpdated 1992 
ÅAddressing all sources of 

pollution 
ÅHELCOM is the governing body 
ÅRegional policy-maker 

 The 1992 Helsinki Convention entered into 
force on 17 January 2000  



Å Intergovernmental 
organisation 

Å9 coastal countries & EU 

ÅMarine area:  
ï415,000 km2 

ÅCatchment area:  
ï1.72 million km2  

(4 x size of the sea area)  
ï14 countries 
ï85 million people 
 

Helsinki Commission 
(HELCOM) 

Baltic Marine Environment 
Protection Commission 
 


