
 

Baltic Sea – North Sea 

Marine Spatial Data Infrastructure 

WG 
(BS-NSMSDIWG) 



- Welcome, introduction of participants and practical information 

 

- Approval of the Agenda. 









NSHC meeting. 

From BSMSDIWG to BS-NSMSDIWG: 





The Baltic Sea – North Sea MSDI Working Group should: 

 
• Identify and analyse the current status of  

individual MS MSDI implementation 

 

• Consider MSDI policies within the  

related international project  

 

• Analyse how maritime authorities can  

contribute their spatial information and the  

necessary updates, so information can easily  

be collated with other information to a current  

overall picture for the region. 

 

• Focus on how BSHC in the future can  

benefit from a regional approach 

 

• Monitoring MSDI and marine- related initiatives,  

as well as more general geospatial  

developments with relevance for the Baltic Sea. 

 

- Introductions to the MSDI Workshop 4 – what is the aim of the workshop and the meeting, and    

  what do we want to achieve? (Draft to be forwarded before the workshop) 





Input from France to the BS-NSMSDI WG meeting 

 

The work plan - Considerations about the outputs we want to achieve for each task? 
 

Task 1: the output may be a review of C-17 (part 2.1 related to the role of HO in MSDI) as well as 

a chapter dealing with the status of MSDI in the Baltic countries in a report "MSDI in the Baltic 

countries"  
 

Task 2: the output may be a chapter in the report "MSDI in the Baltic countries" listing the projects 

relevant for BSMSDI with the web links and explanation why each project is relevant to BSMSDI 
 

Task 3: A chapter in the report "MSDI in the Baltic countries" 
 

Task 4: the output may be a report dedicated to the standards (S57, S100, OGC, ...) of interest for 

MSDI with a focus on INSPIRE 
 

Task 5: the output may be a review of C-17 (to be submitted to MSDIWG) 
 

Task 6: the output may be a demonstrator with BSMSDI web page 
 

 

 

Thus the various outputs could be:  

- proposal for revision of C-17 (through tasks 1 and 5) 

- a report "MSDI in the Baltic countries: status and relevant projects"  

  (trough tasks 1 and 2 and maybe 3),  

- a report "Which standards for MSDI? Focus on INSPIRE" (task 4)  

- demonstrator and web page (task 6) 
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The MSDI work of IHO 
(IHO MSDIWG) status 
(Review of the work 
plan circulated and 

responses to it) 



5th Arctic Regional Hydrographic Commission Meeting  

28-30 October 2015,  

Saint Petersburg,  

Russian Federation 

 

Report of the Marine Spatial Data 

Infrastructures Working Group 

(MSDIWG) 

 

Jens Peter Hartmann IHO MSDIWG Chair 

 

 



IHO - MARINE SPATIAL DATA  

INFRASTRUCTURE WORKING 

GROUP (MSDIWG)  

 

Key objectives: 

• Advise Member States on their roles in National 

  Spatial Data Infrastructures (NSDI) 

• Identify actions and procedures that the IHO might 

  take to contribute to the development of SDI and / 

  or MSDI in support of Member States 





IHO Publication C-17 - Guidance for Hydrographic Offices 
 
Annex 1 
Syllabus for Educational and Training Programmes for  
Marine Spatial Data Infrastructures 

 
 
The aim of the syllabus 
The syllabus is about making sure decision makers and 
employers have the skills, knowledge and understanding to 
approach the different elements of MSDI. 
 
It is not intended to set out exactly what the instructor should 
do. 
 
The MSDI syllabus is a tool for communicating what should be 
the minimum content of a MSDI course. It acts as a “road map” 
for the MSDI courses and puts the students on the same path as 
the instructor.  By setting the tone and describing the course 
structure, the syllabus is critical in implementing effective 
learning.   



Syllabus outline  
The syllabus is divided in four, one MSDI orientation 
and 3 more detailed MSDI courses: 
 
1. Provides a general introduction to MSDI.  

 
2. Is a Syllabus for Fundamentals of a Marine Spatial Data 

Infrastructure (MSDI) 
 

3. Is a Syllabus for Database Design, Data Management and 
MSDI for Practitioners (i.e. Hydrographic Surveyors, 
Cartographers, Oceanographers, IT specialists) 
 

4. Is a Syllabus for Marine Spatial Data Infrastructure (MSDI) for 
Senior Managers (i.e. Directors, Hydrographers, Human 
Resource Managers) 



All MSDI training courses 
should have basic information 
such as: 
• Course Description 

• Course Date(s) and Times 
• Instructor Contact Information  
  (if applicable) 
• Course Objectives / Goals 
• Learning Objectives to meet the  
  Course Objectives/Goals 
• Course Completion Requirements 
• Requirement(s) for Text and or  
  Other Materials 
• Any Technology Requirements  
  (if applicable) 
• Technical support  
   (if applicable) 



S-102 and INSPIRE 
The Marine Spatial Data Infrastructure Working Group (MSDIWG) would like the 

HSSC S-100 Working Group to consider looking at the relationship between S-102 

and the INSPIRE Elevation theme as it pertains to bathymetry data.  

 

The reason for this request is to attempt to avoid a possible format conflict and to 

help ensure that hydrographic offices are not in a position where they need to 

maintain two separate bathymetry layers.  

 

One for primary charting activities and another to serve the regional or national 

spatial data infrastructure initiatives for purposes that go beyond charting e.g. 

marine spatial planning or oil spill response.  

 

The MSDIWG understands that the S-100 work group will be undertaking a revision 

of S-102 in its work plan (item D.8.) so perhaps this would present an opportunity 

for this investigation. 
 



INSPIRE 
Although INSPIRE is a primarily European Union activity it is perhaps the best 

example of a Spatial Data Infrastructure and therefore is recognized well beyond 

the borders of Europe.  

 

Many European hydrographic offices have requirements under INSPIRE so it 

would be beneficial to adopt a policy of collect once and use many times as it 

relates to one of the most important data assets held by hydrographic offices i.e. 

bathymetry.  

 

Under INSPIRE there are maintenance groups that drive the direction and scope 

of the various themes including Elevation. The MSDIWG suggests that it may be 

worthwhile for the IHO group responsible for data standards such as S-102 also 

to attend the maintenance group responsible for this related theme. This way 

hydrography has a louder voice within INSPIRE and the work done under 

INSPIRE can be consider in the development of S-100 which should allow these 

two bathymetry related standards to be developed more harmoniously.  







MARINE SPATIAL DATA 

INFRASTRUCTURE (MSDI) 

QUESTIONNAIRE 



MARINE SPATIAL DATA INFRASTRUCTURE from an internationale 

and a  regional approach:  

 

- International focusing on  more strategic and conceptual topics 

- Regional focusing on more practical and operational topics    




